IN THE DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA 


STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
V. CF-2021-00304 


MICHAEL ERIC NELSON 


On the 29th day of March, 2022, the following 
proceedings came on to be heard in the above-entitled 


cause before the Honorable Jared P. Sigler, Judge 


presiding, in the City of Bartlesville, County of 
Washington, State of Oklahoma: 0 


Proceedings reported by machine shorthand. 


KARA L. ROWELL, CSR * kara.rowel1l@oscn.net 


APPEAR A N € E S& 


FOR THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 


MS. ZOE GULLETT 

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
420 South Johnstone, Room 222 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74003 


THE DEFENDANT: 


MR. PERRY W. NEWMAN 

SHOEMAKE LAW and HENSLEY LEGAL SERVICES 
427 South Boston Avenue, Suite 402 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103 


KARA L. ROWELL, CSR * kara.rowel1@oscn.net 


PRELIMINARY HEARING 
MARCH 29, 2022 
Proceedings 

For the State: 


WITNESS: CYNTHIA BLANCHARD 


Direct Examination by Ms. Gullett 


Cross-Examination by Mr. Newman 
WITNESS: ELAINE BANES 

Direct Examination by Ms. Gullett 
Cross-Examination by Mr. Newman 
WITNESS: MICHAEL BAILEY 

Direct Examination by Ms. Gullett 
Cross-Examination by Mr. Newman 
WITNESS: WILLIAM LEWIS 

Direct Examination by Ms. 


Reporter's Certificate 


KARA L. ROWELL, CSR * kara.rowell@oscn.net 


EXHIBIT INDEX 


State's Exhibits offered Admitted 


if certified letter We 18 
(withdrawn) 


1A Envelope and back of green 18 18 
card (withdrawn) 


CD audio of voice mails 20 Zi 
(withdrawn) 


Email Cwithdrawn) 53 53 
Email (withdrawn) 61 61 


ATT forensic lab report 67 67 
(withdrawn) 


KARA L. ROWELL, CSR * kara.rowel1@oscn.net 


PRO CEE D2 NG S 

THE COURT: We're in court and on the 
record in CF-2021-304, State of Oklahoma versus Michael 
Eric Nelson. The State of Oklahoma is represented by 
Assistant District Attorney Zoe Gullett. Mr. Nelson is 
present today, represented by Mr. Perry Newman. This 
case comes on for preliminary hearing. 

Are both sides ready to proceed? 


MS. GULLETT: Yes, Your Honor, State's 


MR. NEWMAN: Yes, Sir. 

THE COURT: All right. Anything that we 
need to take up before we get going with the preliminary 
hearing? 

MS. GULLETT: Yes, Your Honor. So at this 
time, based on our research of the Bernard v. State 
case, the State would move to dismiss Count 2 without 
cost and without prejudice at this time. According to 


Bernard v. State case, it would be a double jeopardy to 


charge Mr. Nelson with both Count 1, where we allege 


that he violated the violation of the Oklahoma State 
statute using a computer, where we allege that he used 
the computer to violate stalking and -- 

THE COURT: Hold on. what information are 


we going off of? When was it filed? 
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MS. GULLETT: I'm sorry. First Amended 
Information filed January 10th, 2022. 

THE COURT: So you're dismissing stalking, 
count 27 

MS. GULLETT: Yes, sir. The Bernard case 


speaks specifically to that. 


THE COURT: So that leaves him charged 


with one felony count of violation of Oklahoma statute 
via computer. 

MS. GULLETT: Yes, one felony count, which 
Count 2 is a misdemeanor, and I understand that's not 
technically before you today. But to kind of clean it 
up, I dismiss that misdemeanor right now without 
prejudice. 

THE COURT: Very good. So, with that, are 
we ready to proceed? 

MS ‘GULLETT? Yes, Your Honor. 

THE GOURT!: with that, call your first 
witness, please. 

MS. GULLETT: State would call Cynthia 
Blanchard. 

THE COURT: Ma'am, I'll have you approach, 
please. I will have you pause right there, ma'am. If 
you'll raise your right hand. 


(witness sworn by the Court) 
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THE COURT: Very good. You can lower your 


hand. If you'll make your way up to that blue witness 


chair there, ma'am. Get situated and turn your person 
towards that microphone. Make sure you have that 
microphone in front of you. I'11 have you state your 
full name. You spell your last name for the record, 
please. 

THE WITNESS: Cynthia Diane Blanchard, 
B-L-A-N-C=H-A=R=D. 


THE COURT: Thank you. You may inquire, 


MS. GULLETT: Thank you, Judge. 
oF me le: CO 
CYNTHIA DIANE BLANCHARD, 
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
GULLETT: 

Ms. Blanchard, do you know a Michael Nelson? 
I do. 
And how do you know Mr. Nelson? 
He was a former employee of ours. 
And how long have you known Mr. Nelson? 
I think since about 2007. 
Okay. And have you only known him as an 


employee? 
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No. 
What other capacity have you known him in? 
He was a friend. 

Q. And what company did he work for that he was an 
employee of yours? 

A. Anthem Vault. 

OQ: And what did he do for the Anthem vault company 
as far as you're aware? 

Ne well, he came on as a consultant for, I think, 
two years, and then we brought him on as an employee; 
and he eventually had the title of chief strategy 
officer. 

Q. And does he still work for that company? 


A. No, he does not. 


Q: Do you know when he was no longer employed by 


the Anthem vault company? 
A. February 24th, 2019, the evening of. Formally, 
the letter went out the 25th. 
0}; And are you aware under what terms Mr. Nelson 
let go? 
Bes Yes. 
q@. Do you know if those were amicable terms? Do 
know if those were happy terms? 
As No, they were not. 


Q. As far as you're aware, what was the 
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circumstance under which Mr. Nelson was let go? 

A. He threatened to shoot one of our board 
directors. He was aggressive, and my husband fired him 
after he found out. 

Q. After Mr. Nelson was let go from the company, 
did you ever hear from mr. Nelson again? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In what ways did you hear from him? 

A. Thousands and thousands of harassing emails, 
phone -- harassing phone -- terrorizing phone messages, 
through other people. He -- social media. what didn't 
we hear it through? Yeah, he -- it was constant. 

Q. Did you ever take any action to block -- 

A. Yes. 

Ox -- any phone calls or emails or anything of 
that nature? 


Ax Yes. I blocked his phone number. TI also 


blocked his email on my gmail account. 


Was that successful -- 

No. 

was he still able to contact you? 

No, he still left messages. 

And you mentioned other people. Were you aware 
of him contacting other people you knew? 


A. Ves. 
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MR. NEWMAN: Objection, Judge. It is 
irrelevant. Those people are not alleged to be victims 
in this case. 

THE COURT: It will probably call for 
hearsay, so I'll sustain the objection. 

Qi: (BY MS. GULLETT) well, if I may -- well, I'm 
going to ask you another question, Ms. Blanchard. were 
you ever a part of an email chain that involved other 
people? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And so you had -- what email as far as you're 
aware, did that originate from? What email did that 
come from? 

A. An email address or who it was? 

Qi The email address. 

A. I believe it was -- I want to say it was -- 


Michael Nelson has an email that has Telco, something 


telco@gmail. I don't know. I'd have -- I don't know 


the email that came -- he signed it, his name, but I 
think it was from that email. No, it wasn't. TI blocked 
that one, so it had to come from somebody -- it was 
another email. 

a. Approximately how many people were on -- 
recipients of that -- 


A. That one, probably five or six. 
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Q. Okay. And so you were on that email as well? 

A. I was. 

OQ. And as far as yourself, who else was listed as 
a recipient of that email? 

A. Cooper Collins, Andrew Fentiman. Let me think. 
I believe Brandon Belcher, but I can't -- I can't commit 
to that. There was about five. And then there was 
another email that -- 

THE COURT: She's going to have to ask you 
another question. 
THE WITNESS: Oh, I'm so sorry. 

Q. (BY MS. GULLETT) So, the Judge doesn't know 
who those people are. 

A. Right. 

Qe So who are those people to you? 

A. Andrew Fentiman is my husband's stepfather. 
Cooper Collins is one of our board directors. Brandon 
Belcher has been one of our board directors. He is not 
currently. 

Os And the nature of the email, how would you 


describe the language in that email? 


A. Aggressive, threatening, terrorizing. 


Q. And as far as the language describing yourself 
in that email? 


ie He accuses me of, you name it, I've pretty much 
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done it, from his perspective. And there -- I'l] just 
leave it at that so you can ask me another question. So 
I'm not going to expand. 

Q. Were there ever any communications that you 
were a part of that your email was on that had any 
impact on your company? 

Bs. Oh, yes. 

Q. What types of impacts did those emails, those 
correspondences, have on your company? 

MR. NEWMAN: Objection, Judge. The impact 
on any that Ms. Blanchard may be associated are 
irrelevant to the criminal allegations in this case. 

THE COURT: That will be overruled. 

A. He sent emails to my business account, 
cynthia@anthemgold, that I was on. That also was sent 
to over probably 96 to 100 other people that was 
accusing my husband and I of falsehoods. They were 
lies, and it definitely affected our business. 

Q. (BY MS. GULLETT) And the people that were 
recipients of that email, how would you describe some of 
those people? Were they business partners? 


A. Yes, business partners, potential business 


partners, editors from Business Insider, and just any -- 


just ridiculously obscure individuals and publications 


that he was trying to -- and he also used aliases. 
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Q. How would you know that this was 
Mr. Nelson's -- 

A. Tone. 

Q. -- emails? 

Ns Tone and spirit. 

MR. NEWMAN: Objection, Judge. This 
witness is not qualified to testify as an expert in this 
case as to the tonal nature of the emails. 

THE COURT: That will be overruled. 

MS. GULLETT: Thank you, Judge. I -- 

THE COURT: I'm not taking her testimony 
as an expert witness, though, Mr. Newman, sir. 

Go ahead. 

0: (BY MS. GULLETT) Ms. Blanchard, how long have 
you lived in Washington County? 
A. we arrived here in May of 2020. 


Q. And since you have lived in washington County, 


have you received any correspondence from Mr. Nelson? 


A. Yes. 

Q. And at no time has the correspondence from 
Mr. Nelson been welcomed by you? 

A. No. 

Q. At any time have you reached out to Mr. Nelson 
seeking correspondence from him? 


A. No. 
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(oye At any time have you provided Mr. Nelson with 
your email address? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you at any time provided him with your 
phone number? 

As No. 

GO. Have you at any time provided him with any 
physical address of yours? 

A. No. 

Oy As far as you're aware, does Mr. Nelson -- and 
it sounds like you have known him in both a business and 
friend capacity -- has Mr. Nelson had any ties with the 
State of Oklahoma? 

A. No. 

Q. And as far as you're aware, has Mr. Nelson had 
any ties with the City of Bartlesville? 

A. No. 

Gi. Has Mr. Nelson had any form of contact with you 
since you lived in washington County? 

A. Yes. 

Q. what types of contact is that? 

A. He sent a certified letter to the old 


courthouse that we purchased as a company at the end of 


July. He sent a threatening certified letter by mail. 


He also left two very aggressive and threatening voice 
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mails on my phone in January of 2020. 
Q'. So I'm going to ask you about the certified 
letter. You said that was sent to the old courthouse. 
Uh-huh. 
What's the address of the old courthouse? 
501 Southeast Frank Phillips Boulevard. 
And is that in Bartlesville? 
Yes. 
And is that in Washington County? 
YES. “WE aS. 
And did you -- and I know I asked you this. 
But did you at any time give him that address? 
A. No. 
Q. And did you receive that certified letter 
yourself? 
Ax No. One of our employees accepted it, and when 
I came into the office a little later that day they gave 
it to me. 
(ome And how was that certified letter addressed? 
A. To me. 


MR. NEWMAN: Objection, Judge. That's an 


incomplete answer. I believe -- 


THE WITNESS: Cynthia Blanchard. 
THE COURT: Hold on now. Hold on, ma'am. 


THE WITNESS: It was -- oh, I'm so sorry. 


KARA L. ROWELL, CSR * kara. rowel1@oscn.net 


16 


Okay, thank you. 

THE COURT: Ma'am, you've got to stop and 
I'll let you know 

THE WITNESS: All right. 

THE COURT: -- when you can answer. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Sir, your objection? 

MR. NEWMAN: Her answer is incomplete, 
Judge, and misleading to the Court, but I believe she 
was about to correct herself. 

THE COURT: Did you want to ask some 
questions regarding that answer? 

MS. GULLETT: I thought "me" was a 
complete answer, but I can ask her. 


THE WITNESS: It's -- 


Q. (BY MS. GULLETT) Okay. How was the certified 


letter addressed? 
THE COURT: Very good. 

A. cynthia Blanchard, 501 Southeast Washington 
Boulevard. I don't know if our suite number was on it 
or not. It might have been. But Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma, 74003. 

THE COURT: Thank you. Next question. 

0: (BY MS. GULLETT) Did you open the certified 


letter? 
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T did. 
And did you read what was inside? 
T. dia. 
MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, if I may 
approach. 
THE COURT: Sure. 

Q. (BY MS. GULLETT) I hand you what I have marked 
as State's Exhibit 1. Take a look at that. Do you 
recognize what I have handed you? 

A. I do. 

And what is it that I have handed you? 

A. The certified letter that was sent to me by 
Michael Nelson. 

Q. Is that the contents of the certified letter? 

A. YES, ‘Tt “TNS: 

MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, I move to admit 
State's Exhibit 1 as the contents of the certified 
letter. 
COURT: Any objection, sir? 
MR. NEWMAN: If I could look at it first. 
MR. NELSON: Judge, I would object because 


I believe this is an incomplete exhibit. It doesn't 


contain the envelope that accompanied this letter nor is 


there any proof of when it was mailed, received, or even 


who it was addressed to. 
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THE COURT: Ms. Gullett. 

MS. GULLETT: If you would like, I can 
attach State's Exhibit 1A and ask her if she recognizes 
1A as a photocopy of the envelope and the -- I believe 
the backside of the green card. 

THE COURT: All right. Let's go ahead and 
do that. 

MS. GULLETT: If I may, Judge. 

THE COURT: Sure. 

Q. (BY MS. GULLETT) I hand you what's marked as 


State's Exhibit 1A. Do you recognize that? 


what have I handed you? 


certified mail envelope that came with the 


do you recognize this other piece of paper? 


MS. GULLETT: Okay. Your Honor, I'd 


move to admit State's Exhibit 1A, copy of the certified 


letter envelope, and I believe this is the back page of 


the -- what goes on the certified letter. 

MR. NEWMAN: No objection for the purpose 
of preliminary hearing, Judge. 

THE COURT: All right. So State™s Exhibit 


1 and 1A will be offered and admitted by the Court. 
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Q. (BY MS. GULLETT) And do you recall in that 
certified letter if there was a signature line or a 
name? 

There was a name. 

And what name was on that certified letter? 

Michael Nelson. 

And then you said that you had had some other 
contact with Mr. Nelson since you moved to Washington 
County. What other type of contact was that that you 
mentioned? 

The voice mails that were -- I'm sorry. 

And when did you receive those voice mails? 

January 30th of 2021. 

And were you in Washington County when you 
received those voice mails? 

A I was, yes. 

Q. And do you recall the nature of those voice 


mails? 


A. Aggressive, threatening, terrorizing, actually. 


MS. GULLETT: And may I approach, Judge? 
THE COURT: Yes. 
Q. (BY MS. GULLETT) I'm going to hand you what I 
have marked as State's Exhibit 2. Do you recognize 
this? 


A. 
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And do you know what's on that disk? 


do. 


And have you seen that disk today? 


Yes: 

And are your initials on that disk? 

Yes. 

And did you date that disk today? 

Yes. 

And what is on this disk, ma'am? 

A copy of the two four-minute long voice mails 
there were left on my voice mail, mobile phone voice 
mail. 

0. And did you provide a copy of those voice mails 
to law enforcement? 
Ass © did’. 

MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, I move to admit 
State's Exhibit 2. 

THE COURT: Any objection? 

MR. NEWMAN: Absolutely, Judge. we 
haven't heard them. I have no idea what's on those 
exhibits. 

THE COURT: Do you not have those in 
discovery? 

MR. NEWMAN: I have not received the disk 


from the District Attorney's Office. 
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THE COURT: You want to take a second to 
let him review those? 
MS. GULLETT: L can. 


THE COURT: we'll take a short break, and 


they're going to review that item, ma'am. If you'd 


like, you can step down. very good. 

(Recess taken) 

THE COURT: Ms. Blanchard, if you want to 
come back and retake the stand, you're still under oath, 
ma'am. 

Okay. We're back on the record after a 
brief recess. 

we ready to proceed, Ms. Gullett? 

GULLETT: Yes, Your Honor. 

COURT: And then, Mr. Newman, ready to 
proceed, sir? 

NEWMAN: Yes, Judge. 

COURT: Very good. Thank you. Please 
proceed. 

MR. NEWMAN: For the purposes of the CD 
disk, no objection to admission for the purpose of 
preliminary hearing. 

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. That would be 
admitted. 


MS. GULLETT: Thank you, Judge. And if I 
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may publish? 

THE COURT: Yes, please. 

MS. GULLETT: I'll have you turn on the 
TV, if you don't mind. 

(Exhibit Number 2 audio played in 

open court) 

MS. GULLETT: Thank you, Judge. It cuts 
off right there. I believe it ran out of voice mail 
time. 

If I may proceed? 

THE COURT: Yes, please. 

MS. GULLETT: Thank you. 

Q. (BY MS. GULLETT) Ms. Blanchard, I want to tal 
to you a little bit more about that certified letter. 
we talked about the address of the courthouse, and you 
said that you had not given the address to Mr. Nelson, 
correct? 

A. Yes. 

Oi; when did your company buy the courthouse, the 
old courthouse? 

A. we closed, I believe, on July 27th of 2021. 

Q. And at any time was there a website set up for 
your company? 


A. Ye@s:. 


Q. what's the name of the company that's there? 
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A. Hera Software Development Company, which is a 
subsidiary of our parent company. 

Q. And you said there was an address set up ora 
website? 

A. Yes. 

Ox And do you remember when that may have 
launched? 

A. I don't remember exactly when they launched the 
website. It's been -- it was up by the time -- 
definitely up when we purchased the building. well 
before that, I think. 

So that was in July? 

That we purchased the building. 

So towards the -- 

End of July. 

Okay. And you said that by that time the 
website would have been up? 

A. Yes. 

Q; Do you recall if the website would have 
included the address? 

A. It eventually did. we had a new marketing 


director who was not aware of everything that had gone 


on for the last three years, and he put the address on 


the website along with a picture. 


Q. Do you recall roughly of when the physical 


* 
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address of the old Courthouse wo 


uld have gone on 
; t 
website? his 


A. 


the last... 


OQ; Okay. 


Do you remember what day you received 
the certified letter? 


A. September -- let me -- I believe it was the 


23rd of September, 2021. tt Was on a Thursday. 


Q. And do you think that was before or after the 


website would have included the address for the old 


courthouse? 


A. It was after. 


Q. And was there any public knowledge that you 


guys had moved to Bartlesville or purchased the old 


17 | courthouse? 

18 Yes. 

19 And how did that come to light? 

20 My husband was interviewed for the Bartlesville 
21] Examiner Enterprise Saturday, Sunday edition that came 
22} out two days after I received the certified mail letter. 
23 QO. So would that have been around the 25th -- 

24 A. And there also -- I apologize. There was also 
25 | a ribbon cutting that -- for the Chamber of Commerce 
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that was in the Paper that said we were here. That was 


before we purchased the courthouse. 


Q. Okay. 


So the Examiner Enterprise article that 
you referenced -- 


A. ¥e@s:. 


Os -- would that have been around the 25th of 


September? 


A. Yes. They have a Saturday, Sunday combined. 1 
think the 25th, 26th. 


10 Q. And as far as you're aware with that article, 
11} do you know if that was published on the internet? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. And do you know, based on your knowledge, if 
14] after that date if there was any communications that 
15 | happened from Mr. Nelson to anyone? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 O. And based on your knowledge of that, what are 
18 | you aware of that occurred? 

19 As We received an email from the City Manager's 
20 | of Fico and thara had boon coma city Councilors, city 
21] Managers, they had received emails from Michael Nelson 
22] talking about us in a negative and harassing manner. 
23 Q. what date did you receive the email from the 
24] City Manager? 


Bes Monday the -- T think Monday the 27th. 
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MS GULLETT: 


Your Honor, I ask the record 


reflect the identification of the pefendant by this 


witness. 


COURT: It will. 


MS. GULLETT: No further questions at this 


time, Your Honor. 


THE 


COURT: Cross-examination. 


Mr. Newman is going to ask you some 


questions, ma'am. 


You may proceed, sir. 


MR. NEWMAN: Thank you, Judge. Can I 


recover 1A? 


You bet. 


COURT: Very good. 


CROSS-EXAMINATION 


NEWMAN: 


Q. Ms. Blanchard, you applied for a protective 


order in the State of California against mr. Nelson, 


correct? 


A. I tried, yes. 


Q; And that protective order was based on these 


same allegations, correct? 


A. It was, I believe, a restraining order, and 


this was around, I believe, the 11th of April, 2019 -- 


Q. Yeah, that wasn't an answer to my question, 


ma'am. I asked you if the allegations you made in that 
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protective order were based on these same allegations 


you have made here in court today? 

A. Similar. 

Q. And the California court dismissed your 
application and found that there was insufficient 
evidence to grant you -- 

A. No, no. 

Q. Are you telling the Court that there's not an 
order signed by a judge that makes those findings? 

A. Is it okay if I explain or -- 

O: Are you telling this Court -- 

Ava They could not -- they did not know where he 
was located to serve him. That's the only reason that 
it had to be dismissed. They had no idea where he was. 

Q, We've got you on the record for that? 

A. It was dismissed because they could not serve 
him because they had no idea where he was, from my -- 

Q. Have you seen that court order from the State 
of California -- 

Yes. 
-- dismissing the application for your -- 
Yes. 

THE COURT: Madam -- 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. 


THE COURT: -- you have to make sure that 
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you allow Mr. Newman to finish his question -- 


THE WITNESS: Oh, I'm sorry. TI apologize. 
Go ahead. I'm sorry. 
THE COURT: ASk your question, sir. 

Q. (BY MR. NEWMAN) You've seen that order from 
the State of California dismissing your application for 
protective order or restraining order, as you phrased 
Tits 

Yes. 

You've read it? 

Yes. 

You understood all of it? 
Yes. 

O;. You stated in your testimony, your direct 
testimony, that you had lived with Michael Nelson? 

A. No. 

You've never resided with him? 
MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, misstatement of 
testimony. She did not say that. 
THE COURT: Yeah, I don't recall that. 
THE WITNESS: NO. 

(om (BY MR. NEWMAN) You testified that you had 
been friends for a considerable period of time? 

A. Yes. 


Qe Have you had extended stays in his house -- 
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No. 
-- his residence? 
No, I have never stayed in his residence. 
Okay. Did your relationship with Michael ever 
become intimate? 
A. No. I'm sorry. No. 
Q. He was involved in the Anthem vault business 
with you? 
was an employee. 
that the only business? 
husband hired him when he worked for a 
company called Gold Money. I believe it was in 2007. 


You would have to ask my husband for that testimony, 


though. 


qi. Just to clear it up, you said "he," and you 
referred to two males. who -- 

A. My husband, Anthem, hired Mr. Nelson in, I 
think it was, 2007 or 2008, to do some SEO work for a 
company he used to work for called Gold Money. 

Q. Who used to work for Gold Money? 

Ae My husband, Anthem. But you will need to talk 
to him about any of that information because I am not 
qualified to answer that. 

OF All right. And then you and Michael have had a 


relationship since 2007? 
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Ax A friendship. 
oF And at some point -- 
A. Until he became an employee. 
Qi At some point there was a separation. Michael 
Nelson separated from Anthem vault's employment? 
A. Yes. 
In the State of Nevada? 


A. He was in Nevada. well, he said he was in 


Nevada, but I believe he was actually overseas at the 


time. But we don't know where he was for sure. 
OQ. Okay. And he applied for unemployment benefits 
in the State of Nevada? 
Yes, he did. 
And you-all have contested those -- the grant 
unemployment benefits -- 
Yes, we have. 
-- as representatives of Anthem vault. Is it 
true there have been, like, three series of appeals? 
MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, not relevant. 
THE COURT: She can answer the question. 
MR. NEWMAN: It goes to =- 
A. I think there was one appeal, and then there, I 
think, is a second appeal. But, again, not my 
wheelhouse. You would have to discuss it with our 


general counsel or my husband. 
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B.. CBY MR. NEWMAN) You-all participated in that, 


though. You provided testimony and documents and things 


for the Nevada Unemployment Commission -- 

A. I didn't provide any testimony. 

Q. And do you have any knowledge on whether 
ultimately his unemployment benefits were granted 
your appeals were denied? 

A. I think one -- I think it was granted, then it 
was appealed and then there was a hearing. I think it 
was appealed, and then I think that it's been contested 
again. But, again, I can't stand by that because that 
was not my -- I wasn't involved in the directness of 
that. Our general counsel and my husband -- 

Q. Now, you made a statement that Michael has 
written, published, emailed and voiced numerous lies and 
falsehoods about you, about your husband, and about the 
companies you-all are involved in. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Yet you-all have never filed a defamation 
action against him; is that correct? 

A. We have been advised that -- 

Q: I didn't ask you what your advice was. I asked 
you have you ever filed a defamation action, ma'am. 

No. 


Have you ever filed a tortious business 
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interference action against Michael Nelson? 


A. No. 

Q. Have you made police reports to the law 
enforcement in Bartlesville against other board members 
of companies that you are associated with? 

AE No. 

Q. There have been no other police reports made 
against anyone else associated with any of your 
businesses? 

A. I stand corrected. Tom Lingert. Yes, there 
was a police report in Bartlesville. 

THE REPORTER: What was the last name? 
THE WITNESS: Lingert. 

Q: (BY MR. NEWMAN) And what crime did you allege 
Mr. Lingert -- 

A. Harassment and stalking. 

(aye And he was a board -- 

A Harassment. It wasn't stalking. It was 
harassment. 

Q. And he was a board member as well? 

A. He was a very, very short-term board member. 
He was taken off -- 

Q. And is he the only one? 

Ax well, Michael Nelson was on the board for a 


very short period of time. 
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Q. Yeah, other than Mr. Nelson and mr. Lingert. 

A. No. 

Q. And those reports are all public record, you 
realize that? 

A. Yes, of course. 

Q: You moved and settled into washington County in 
May of 2020; is that correct? 


We arrived in May of 2020. 


A. 
@:. You established your residence in May of 2020? 
A. 


We arrived in 2020. 

Q. When do you feel you established your residence 
in Washington County, Oklahoma? 

AS In October of 2020, to November. 

Q. Okay. SO you opened the business Hera Software 
& Development. That's what's in the old courthouse, 
Sih EAVES 

A. Yes, it was established before we came here. 

G; Yeah. You're founder -- you and your husband 
are founders, or however you want to characterize it, of 
Hera Software & Development, Inc., located in the old 
washington County courthouse on Frank Phillips 
Boulevard; is that right? 

A. Yes: 

Q.. And you got it founded and started the concept 


in July of 2021? 
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No. 
I thought you said you opened it and formed it 
in July of 2021? 


No, sir. I did not say that. 


Oh, what did you say? 


I said we bought the courthouse in July of 


Okay. Did you buy it -- 
I said we -- 
Did you buy -- 
THE COURT: Hold on, Mr. Newman. You need 
to make sure she answers her question and then you ask a 
question -- 
THE WITNESS: Thank you. Thank you. 

A. We arrived in Oklahoma in May of 2020. we 
founded the subsidiary Hera Software Development Company 
in January of 2020. 

Qs (BY MR. NEWMAN) Why did you buy the 
courthouse? 

A. Because we wanted to put our headquarters 
there. 

Q. Headquarters of what? 


As Of Hera Software Development Company. 
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Q. Okay. Had you received the letter that you 
testified about in Exhibit 1 and 1A, you believe you 
received it in September of 2021? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Late September of 2021. And you received the 
voice mails that you have provided copies of in State's 
Exhibit Number 2, you received those in January of 2020, 
correct? 


No, sir. It was 2021. 


A. 
Q: January of 2021? 
A. 


Yes. January 30th of 2021. 
(ole All right. And where were you residing in 
January of 2021 -- 
A. In Bartlesville -- 
THE REPORTER: Okay. Wait until he 
finishes his question completely. 
THE COURT: Hold on. In January of 2021, 
where did you live, ma'am? 
THE WITNESS: In Bartlesville. 
(ois (BY MR. NEWMAN) And in May of 2020, where did 
you reside? 
A. we were residing in Texas, and our second home 
was in Santa Monica, but we never returned to Santa 
Monica. In fact, we moved out of that house. It was a 


rental. 
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Q. According to your testimony, you were residents 


of Washington County, of Bartlesville, in October of -- 

We purchased our home then. 

-- October of -- 

well, it closed in November 2020. 

THE COURT: 2020, ma'am? 

THE WITNESS: "21. 202‘. 

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you. 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 

iQ (BY MR. NEWMAN) Now, you said that Michael 
Nelson sent this certified letter to the corporate 
headquarters of Hera Soft, correct? 

Yes. 

And it was addressed to you? 

Yes. 

But not to you personally, was it? 

No, it was addressed to me personally. well, 
the envelope was addressed to me personally, and it was 
addressed to Cynthia Blanchard and I believe Chad Cowen 
were the two. 

Gs well, I'm going to show you what's been marked 
as State's Exhibit 1A and ask you to examine it closely 
so that you can tell us if the letter designates you, in 
your representative capacity, as president. 


A. Yes. It says Cynthia Blanchard, president, 
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Hera Software Development. 

Q. All right. And Michael Nelson is an investor 
and stockholder in companies that you and your husband 
control, correct? 

A. He is not an investor. He is a shareholder. 
He earned the equity that he has in this company. It 
was sweat equity. He has never bought any stock in our 
company. And, again, those questions need to go to my 
husband or the general counsel. This is not my area, 
and I will not answer anything that I don't have 
specific knowledge base on. 

Qi Sounds like you're -- 

ie You are welcome to ask them, but I will not 
answer those because I -- but I do know that he never 
purchased any stock. 

THE COURT: Very good. Next question. 

OQ. (BY MR. NEWMAN) You said that he holds an 
equity interest? 

Yes, he does. 
Shares, basically. 


Yes. 


O:. 500,000 of them; is that right? 
A 


Have to ask my husband or Paul Aubert, our 
general counsel. 


Os. And so as an equity interest holder in the 


KARA L. ROWELL, CSR * kara.rowell@oscn.net 


business, he would have the right to address concerns to 
you as the president of the corporation, correct? 

A. Concerns versus threats. 

THE COURT: Just yes or no as to that. 
THE WITNESS: Concerns, yes; threats, no. 
THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. 

Next question, please. 

Q. (BY MR. NEWMAN) The address of the business, 
your and your husband's biographies, contact 
information, those matters were all public record well 
in advance of the date you received this letter, 
correct? 

iA. Yes, they were on the website. 


Q. You guys had to make certain public filings in 


relation to forming the business and-- 


A. Again, Paul Aubert is our general counsel -- 
THE COURT: Ma'am, let's do this -- 


THE WITNESS: He is in charge of all 


COURT: Hold -- let me do this. 
WITNESS: -- so I know -- okay. 
COURT: Let me do this. 

WITNESS: Okay. 

COURT: When I talk, people stop. 


WITNESS: Yes. 
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THE COURT: I think. So if you don't know 
the answers to the questions, you can just say "I don't 
have that information." 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

THE COURT: If it would call you to 
speculate or guess -- 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

THE COURT: -- then that's not 
appropriate. 

THE WITNESS: Got it. 

THE. COURT? So you Gan jJUSt say “I don't 
know." Very good. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you. 

THE COURT: And, Mr. Newman, as 


Ms. Blanchard has identified, there's certain aspects of 


this line of questioning that she may not have 


sufficient information to answer your questions, so keep 
that in mind as we proceed,: sir. 
MR. NEWMAN: Okay. 

Q. (BY MR. NEWMAN) Now, you said that you were 
forwarded emails by representatives of the Bartlesville 
municipal -- the City government in late September of 
2021: 1s that correct? 

Ris I personally was not, but our employee was. 


@. Did you review those emails? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And those emails were directed, according to 
your testimony, from Michael Nelson to representatives 
of the City of Bartlesville? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And they voiced concerns about you, your 
husband, and your business past and how that may affect 
the City of Bartlesville; is that correct? 

A. I am going to allow someone that actually 
received the email to tell you that. 

Q. I thought you told us you read it. 

As. I looked at it. I did not read the entire 
thing. Pardon me. 

Q. So nothing in that email caused you any 
annoyance or threats or anything like that. You didn't 
get any bad feelings from that email since you just 
glanced at it. 

A. What email? 


The one forwarded to you from the City. 


Q 
A. I got very concerned. 
Q 


From just glancing at an email? 
THE COURT: That's just yes or no. 
THE WITNESS: Yes. Thank you. 
MR. NEWMAN: Judge, if I could have a 


minute to review my client's notes. 
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THE COURT: Sure. 

O:. (BY MR. NEWMAN) Ms. Blanchard, as an officer, 
a representative, as a part of the various businesses 
that you and your husband have formed and been involved 
in over the years, have you ever gotten complaints from 
customers? 

AG Customers. You mean -- 

Q. Clients. People that you do business with or 
did business with? 

A. Formal complaints? Again, not my wheelhouse. 
You would have to ask my husband. 


OQ. No. Have you ever received complaints? 


I have not received complaints, personally. 


OQ: Have you ever had employees that were unhappy 
with you and voiced complaints? 
A. Personally, no. we have very normal employee 
interaction -- 
Q.. What about -- 
THE COURT: Hold on. Let her finish her 
answer, please. 
were you done with your answer? 
THE WITNESS: I am. 
THE COURT: Thank you. Please proceed. 
OQ. (BY MR. NEWMAN) What about investors, 


Blanchard? Have you ever had investors in any of 
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those various companies that were angry, unhappy, voiced 
complaints? 

A. Investors, no. Actual shareholders, we have 
had. That's not true. There was one complaint a year 
ago that was resolved. 

Okay. And -- 

That I know of. Again, not my wheelhouse. 

How many businesses have you been involved in 
in the formation of or held offices in? 

A. of this company? 

0. No, of all companies. 

A. well, okay, this is starting Anthem vault. we 
then created Anthem Gold, which was a subsidiary. A.G. 


Hurt, the d/b/a of Amagi Metals, and now we have -- we 


have Hera Soft. And there is a subsidiary AHC, LC, 


which is the real estate that holds the courthouse. 

Or. Do you have business -- 

A. And I had a former company called Harry Max 
Music Publishing Company out of Nashville, Tennessee, 
years ago, decades ago. 

Q. Do you hold business formations or have you 
held business formations in any other state other than 
in Oklahoma? 

A. ¥OSi. 


MS. GULLETT: Not relevant, Judge. 


KARA L. ROWELL, CSR * kara. rowel1@oscn.net 


44 


THE COURT: It's not relevant. She 
answered the question. But that would be sustained. 
Next question, sir. 

O's (BY MR. NEWMAN) Ms. Blanchard, what made you 
feel physically threatened about the certified letter 
that you got from Michael Nelson? 

A. It was one of -- almost at that point two anda 


half years of terrorism and harassment that he had 


showered down on myself and my husband, our employees, 


our board directors, our advisors, our families. we did 
not know where he was. 

Q. Did the letter, from your reading and 
understanding, contain a physical threat? 

A. It was an accumulation of years of everything 
that he -- that we have received from him. 

Q. I'll restate it so that maybe you can answer 
it. Did the letter contain a physical threat towards 
you? 

A. An implied threat, I feel. 

Q. And because Mr. Nelson has sent you a number of 
communications over the years, you feel that that was 
harassing? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And I would guess your answer would be the 


Same, that because you got the emails and the voice mail 
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and the forwarded email from the City of Bartlesville, 
that you felt that annoyed you in some way? 

It wasn't annoying. I was frightened. 

SO you were never annoyed? 

Annoying is not the right word. 

And Mr. Nelson never abused you physically? 

No. 

And never threatened to abuse you physically; 
is that correct? 

A. There have been occasions of blood feud. That 
scares me. What does that mean? 

Q.. He has never threatened to hit you or slap you 
or kick you or use any kind of physical force against 
you; is that correct? 

A. No, except for blood feud, again. 


Q. To your knowledge, has Michael Nelson ever 


accessed any computer system that you were associated 


with? 

A. You have to ask my husband that question 
because we believe he did do that to my husband's 
Cinaudible). 

THE REPORTER: "To my husband's" what? 
THE WITNESS: How do I answer that? 
THE COURT: No, she just asked you what 


you said. I think you said you believe that he did that 
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to your husband's email. That was your answer? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, yes. That was my 
answer. 

THE COURT: Thank you. Next question. 

THE WITNESS: I'm not speaking loud 
enough, am I? 

THE COURT: Yeah, just get into that 
microphone a little bit. Sure. 

THE WITNESS: Sorry. 

THE COURT: Sure. 

CG. (BY MR. NEWMAN) And that wasn't an allegation 
that you made in relation to this criminal case; is that 
right? 

A. Yes. 

QQ: Did you have a communication from you to 
Mr. Nelson or a communication at your direction to 
Mr. Nelson that communicated about the death of a 
whistle blower? 

No. 
You never passed on an article -- 
No, I did not. 


-- to Mr. Nelson? 


THE COURT: Okay. Make sure you let him 


finish. 


So were you done with your question? 
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MR. NEWMAN: Yes, Judge. 


THE COURT: And you answered no, you did 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 
THE COURT: Very good. 

(ae (BY MR. NEWMAN) And how many contacts has 
Michael Nelson had with you since you have been a 
resident of washington County? 

As There was the group email in October of 2020. 

Q:. Was that -- I'm sorry, ma'am, was that group 
email directed or addressed to you or was that the one 
that went to the City? 

re No, no, this was one that we didn't even put 
into this. You asked how many -- how much contact he's 
had through a company email? 

Q. Yeah, since you were a resident of washington 
County. 

A. Yes, that was happening right as we were 
closing on the house in -- 

Q. What day was that? 

A. I believe it was, honestly, October 20th or 


23rd of 2020. Then the -- then there was the email to 


my gmail account that came from an account. I blocked 


his telco@gmail account, but he came with another email. 


That -- 
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Was that a personal email account one that -- 


THE COURT: You've got to make sure that 


he stops talking and you start talking. 


THE WITNESS: Okay. 

Q. . (BY MR. NEWMAN) Was that a personal account, 
Ms. Blanchard, or an email account that you held as a 
representative of one of your many companies? 

Ax That was the personal account. 

Q. Do you have copies of any emails where you have 
instructed or asked Mr. Nelson to cease contact with 
you? 

A. I have not sent any of those. Again, question 
for Paul Aubert, our general counsel. 

Q. And do you have any recorded phone 
conversations where you have instructed Michael Nelson 
to cease contacting you? 

A. No. Again, question for Paul Aubert. 

Q. Have you ever met with Mr. Nelson in person and 
asked him to cease contacting you? 

A. Since he was fired, no; and before, no. No. 

Qs Have you ever reviewed any texts or emails in 
preparation for your testimony here today? 

A. The ones that I have presented to the Court? 
Reviewed them -- well, I know about them, yes. I gave 


them to the Court. So I guess that means yes. 
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THE COURT: Well, he's just asking, you 
know, in the last few days or weeks have you reviewed 
any documents -- 

THE WITNESS: Not sure what he's asking. 

THE COURT: He was just asking have you 
reviewed any documents to refresh your memory for your 
testimony. 

THE WITNESS: Oh, I see. Actually, no. 


THE COURT: Thank you. 


oe (BY MR. NEWMAN) You haven't seen anything 


today? 
A. The only thing I saw today was the CD that I 
confirmed was the voice mails. 
MR. NEWMAN: That's all I have, Judge. 
COURT: Thank you. 
redirect, Ms. Gullett? 
MS. GULLETT: No, thank you, Judge. 
THE COURT: Ms. Blanchard, thank you very 
much for your testimony. You may step down. 
THE WITNESS: Thank you for your 
patience. 
THE COURT: Have a good day. 
THE WITNESS: Thank you. You-all, too. 
THE COURT: Next witness on behalf of the 


State, ma'am. 
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MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, at this time the 
State would call Elaine Banes. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MS. GULLETT: And she's my last witness. 


THE COURT: Ms. Banes, you want to come on 


up, please, ma'am. I'11 have you pause right there. 


(Witness sworn by the Court) 

THE COURT: Very good. You can lower your 
hand. If you'll make your way over to that blue witness 
chair. Step up there. Be careful. And then, of 
course, you'll turn around towards Ms. Gullett. Very 
good. And then just scoot up and make sure you get that 
microphone close to your person. 

I'm going to have you state your full 
name. You spell your last name for the record, please. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. My name is Rhonda 
Elaine Banes, B, as in "boy," A-N-E-S. 

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. 


You may inquire. 


RHONDA ELAINE BANES, 

having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. GULLETT? 


©. Thank you, MS. Banes. Sorry you're here after 
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lunch, but we're almost done. 


Ms. Banes, how are you employed? 


A. I'm employed at the City of Bartlesville as an 


executive assistant. 
Q. And who are you an executive assistant to? 
A. The City Manager, Mike Bailey. 
Q. Okay. And how long have you been the executive 
assistant? 
A. 21 years. 
And as part of your job, do you have email? 
YES, 
And do you use email often? 
Yes. 
Are you familiar with the name Michael Nelson? 
Yes. 
And why are you familiar with that name? 
Due to an email that my boss received; and he 
was out of the office, so it then bounced to me and I 
responded to it. 
Q. Okay. And do you recall when you received that 
email? 
A. August 25th or 26th, one of those two dates. 
Oh And did you know a Mr. Nelson when you received 
that email? 


THE COURT: Of which year? 
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MS. GULLETT: Oh; I"m sorry. 
(BY MS. GULLETT) Of which year? 
Last year, 2021. 

MS. GULLETT: Thank you, Judge. 

Q. Did you know Mr. Nelson when you received that 
email? 

No. 

Was there anything concerning about the email? 

I could tell that they needed legal attention. 

Do you recall some of the context of the email, 
what it may have been referencing? 

A. Yes. 

G. What was it referencing? 

A. Referencing a company that he was associated 
with or had been associated with, and it was very 
derogatory towards them. 

GC And what did you do when you saw the email? 

A. I forwarded it to our City Attorney, Jess Kane. 

MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, if I may 
approach. 
THE COURT: Sure. 
0: (BY MS. GULLETT) TI hand you what's marked as 


State's Exhibit 3. Do you recognize that exhibit? And 


you can flip through it. 


A. Oh, yes, this is what I got. 
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0; And is that the email -- is that a copy of the 


email you received? 
Ag Yes. 
Ohs Is that a true and accurate representation of 
what you got in your email that day? 
As Yes, ma'am. 
MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, State would move 
to admit State's Exhibit 3. 
THE COURT: Any objection, Mr. Newman? 
MR. NEWMAN: I'd like to examine it. 
THE COURT: Yes, sir. 
MR. NEWMAN: No objection for the purpose 
of preliminary hearing. 
THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Newman. 
That will be admitted. 
MS. GULLETT: Thank you, Judge. 
THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. 
MR. GULLETT: And with that admission, the 
State has no further questions for this witness. 
THE COURT: Mr. Newman, questions to 
Ms. Banes? 
CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY MR. NEWMAN: 
Q. Ms. Banes, did you -- when you got the email, 


did you read or examine it or were you completely 
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familiar with the contents of what's been marked as 
State's Exhibit 3? 

ie I didn't open every link that he referred to in 
the email. 


Q. You said that you could tell from your review 


of it that it required legal action. 


A. Yes, because he actually asked for the City 
Attorney's information in the email. 

Q. Was that the only thing that triggered you to 
think it needed legal action? 

A. No. As I skimmed through the email, I think I 
opened the first link, I realized that it wasn't 
anything that I was -- had the authority to handle and 
to be sure and get it to the City Attorney. 

Q. Okay. Reading that email, did you believe that 
someone that had some connections to the companies had a 
complaint against them? 

A. Yes Sir. 

Q. And that were alleging allegations trying to 
make the City aware of potential difficulties? 

Ns Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you familiar with whistle blower status or 
whistle blowers? 

A. I'm familiar with that term. I'm not sure all 


of the details about it. 
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Qi Is it your understanding that that's a person 
that is associated with the company who makes a report 
of wrongdoing by that company? 

Ke Yes, sir. I would say yes. 

Gi. Did you feel that that email was in that line, 
that it was akin to a whistle blower type complaint? 

A. I did not get that feeling, sir. 

OQ: Did you make any judgment on whether those 
complaints were illegitimate or legitimate? 

Ay Oh, no, sir. 

Q You just passed them up the chain? 

A. Yes, ‘Sir. 

Q Did they cause you any annoyance? 

A Well, yes. I mean, I always get annoyed at 
these kinds of things. we get them often. 

or Well, let me rephrase that. Was it directed -- 
was the email directed to you to purposely annoy you? 

A. Oh, Mo, Sar. 

O% Did you think anyone had anything out for you 
or was trying to get you, based on the contents of that 
email? 

No, I did not. 
Did you feel threatened by it? 


NO, Sif 


A. 
Qs 
A. 
Q. 


Did you feel harassed that Mr. Nelson was 
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personally trying to harass you by sending you that 


email? 

A. I did not. 

Q. You didn't feel that any of the contents of 
that email were personally directed towards you? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. And you didn't think he was trying to use that 
email to make you feel uncomfortable or unsafe? 

An No, sir. I didn't feel that way. 


MR. NEWMAN: Thank you. That's all I 


THE COURT: Thank you. Any redirect? 

MS. GULLETT: No, thank you, Judge. 

THE COURT: Ma'am, thank you for your 
testimony. Have a nice day. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 


THE COURT: Next witness on behalf of the 


MS. GULLETT: State would call Mike 
Bailey. 

THE COURT: Mr. Bailey, if you want to 
approach, sir. Sir, I'll have you pause right there. 
Raise your right hand. 

(Witness sworn by the Court) 


THE COURT: Very good. You can lower your 
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hand. If you'll make your way over to that blue witness 
chair. Be careful when you're stepping up there. Once 
you get seated and you'll turn that around this way. 
Very good. Make sure that microphone is in front of 
your person. I'l] have you state your full name, sir. 
You spell your last name for the record. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. Michael Lee Bailey. 
Last name, B-A-I-L-E-Y. 


THE COURT: Thank you. You may inquire, 


MS. GULLETT: Thank you, Judge. 
a 
MICHAEL LEE BAILEY, 
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MS. GULELETT? 
oe Thank you, Mr. Bailey. What is your job 
description? 
As I am the City Manager for the city of 
Bartlesville. 


Qs And how long have you been the City Manager? 


A. About three years now. 


Q. And what are your duties as a city manager? 
A 


There's a lot of them. But, essentially, 


Operate the City as a corporation. So I would be the 
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chief executive officer of the City. 


Are you familiar with the Blanchards? 

Yes, sir -- yes, ma'am. 

And how are you familiar with them? 

I have met them as they were coming to 
Bartlesville, and mainly through the Bartlesville 
Development Authority. They were in conversations with 
some economic developments, and so I've got to know them 
that way. 

OQ. And are you familiar with them starting a 
company here? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q: And was the City of Bartlesville and your 
office in favor of that occurring? 

A. Sure. 

Q. And were you familiar with them purchasing the 
old courthouse? 

Yes, ma'am. 


And were you familiar with their company Hera 


Yes, ma'am. 


As part of your job description, do you have 


rE do. 


And do you correspond through email? 
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Yes, ma'am. 


Does the name Michael Nelson sound familiar to 


It does. 

Q. Do you recall if you received an email from a 
Michael Nelson? 

A. I did. 

Oi Do you recall what type of email you received 
from him? 

Be It was an email. Essentially there was a 
couple of things. He was wanting to contact the City 
Attorney, but then there was also an email that 
contained some attachments and things that were -- I 
would say were critical of Hera Soft and their company. 

Q. And do you recall if that email was received 
around anytime when Hera Soft was receiving any kind of 
publicity? 

A. Yeah. It was when they were in the news 


specifically, I think, as they were discussing with the 


Bartlesville Development Authority some of their 


incentives, and I think there may have been an Examiner 
article at that time. 
Ors And did you at any time reach out toa 


Mr. Nelson? 
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Q. And prior to receiving the email from him, did 


you seek out any information pertaining to Hera Soft of 
this nature? 

A. No, ma'am. 

@. And did you observe the email with the 
attachments on it? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. And you described it as critical of Hera Soft. 
Is that the only way you would describe it or is there 
any other way you would? 

A. It appeared to be an attempt to bring into 
question their business practices, and so it was -- 
critical is not really a good word, but it was 
essentially an assault against their integrity and their 
business practices. 

MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, if I may 
approach. 
THE COURT: Yes. 
Q. (BY MS. GULLETT) I'm going to hand you what's 
marked as State's Exhibit 4. Do you recognize this? 
Yes, ma'am. 
So is that an email to your email? 
Le WSs 
And who is it from? 


It's from Michael Nelson. 
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And do you recognize the email, who it was to? 
Yes, ma'am, that was to me. 

MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, I would move to 
admit State's Exhibit 4. 

THE COURT: Any objection, sir? 

MR. NEWMAN: If I can examine it. 

THE COURT: Yes; sar: 

MR. NEWMAN: No objection for the purpose 
of preliminary hearing. 

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Newman. 

That will be admitted. 

MS. GULLETT: Yes, Your Honor. And with 
the admission of State's Exhibit 4, the State has no 
further questions for this witness. 

THE COURT: Very good. Cross-examination 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY MR. NEWMAN: 
0. All right. Mr. Bailey, you received emails 
reflected in State's 3 and 4, correct? 

THE COURT: He's not familiar with 3, I 
don't believe. 

THE WITNESS: I haven't seen 3. 


MR. NEWMAN: Oh, that just went to Banes. 


Q: (BY MR. NEWMAN) Have you seen the email that 


went to -- has this email been shared with you from 
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Ms. Banes, the administrative assistant? 

A. Yes, sir, I have seen this. 

Q. You have read and examined that full email? 

A. Yes. I didn't spend a lot of time on it, but I 
am familiar with it and have read it. 

Q. Okay. Would you agree that it makes certain 
claims and allegations against a business that was 
opening in Bartlesville? 

A. Yes. ST. 

Did you investigate any of those claims -- 


No, sir. 


Q 
A 
Q. -- or allegations? 
A 


I was not involved in the decision about the 
economic development. 

Q. If those allegations were true, would you 
characterize that email that was sent to the City as in 
the nature of a whistle blower complaint? 

A. I'm not sure I would be in the best position to 
make that determination. 

om That email contained allegations that, if true, 
would be very alarming. 

A. They would be relevant to the economic 
development which, again, was not -- I was not involved 
in ‘that at alli. 


Q. Did you request anyone to investigate any of 
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the allegations contained in that email? 
Ais No, sir. 


Q. If those allegations were true, that would 


certainly have a negative impact on the City of 


Bartlesville, and would you agree, in your role as City 
Manager? 

A. It could; but, again, in my role of City 
Manager my only connection to this was primarily through 
economic development which we contract with the 
Bartlesville Development Authority. So they perhaps did 
due diligence. They typically do, and I would rely on 
their expertise for that. 

0: Did you have -- did you exchange emails with 
either Cynthia or Anthem Blanchard in your capacity as 
City Manager? 

No, sir. I don't believe I have. 

Have you-all exchanged any phone calls? 

No, sir. 

Text messages? 

Noy. Sir; 

Have you been hosted to a dinner or a social 
gathering by the Blanchards? 

Av NO», Sif. 

Or by their company? 


Not Sirs 
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Q. Are you aware of any incentives or tax breaks 
that the City of Bartlesville offered to the Blanchards' 
business here? 

Ae I believe they were offered a -- what's 
referred to as a residential relocation incentive, but I 
don't -- I don't recall specifically. 

Q. Now, the email directed to you on August 25th, 
2021, saying something about lawyers in Vegas, Los 


Angeles, New York, and Boston concerning Hera Soft, did 


that email annoy you personally in any way? 


A. I receive a lot of emails like that, so it 
didn't even really make my radar. 

Q. Did you feel abused by that email? 

As No, sir. 

(Ol Did you feel in any way emotionally, mentally, 
or physically threatened by that email? 

Ae NOS Stir. 

Q. Did you think that it was designed to harass 
you in any way? 

AS NO, Sif. 


MR. NEWMAN: That's all I have. 


THE COURT: Any redirect? 
MS. GULLETT: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Mr. Bailey, have a nice day. 
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Thank you, sir. 

Next witness on behalf of the State of 
Oklahoma, please. 

MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, State calls 
Miles Lewis. 

THE COURT: All right. I'11 have you 
raise your right hand. 

(witness sworn by the Court) 


THE COURT: Make your way over to that 


chair. I'll have you state your full name. Spell your 


last name for the record, please. 


THE WITNESS: Detective william Lewis, 


THE COURT: You may inquire, ma'am. 

MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, given the hour, 
I would ask if counsel would be willing to stipulate to 
his CLEET qualifications. 

MR. NEWMAN: Yes, absolutely. 

MR. GULLETT: And that he's a -- 


THE REPORTER: JI couldn't hear what you 


THE COURT: That he's a police officer 
with the Bartlesville Police Department. Stipulation to 
that and to the CLEET certification. 


MR. GULLETT: Thank you. 
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WILLIAM LEwIs, 
having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MS. GULLETT: 
0: Detective Lewis, are you familiar with Michael 

Nelson? 

Yes. 

How are you familiar? 


I was assigned a stalking case in reference to 


And have you been investigating that case? 

Yes. 

And as part of your investigation, have you 
been -- did you seize any evidence from Mr. Nelson's 
property? 


A. I seized a pair of cell phones. 


And where did you get those cell phones from? 


A. The Washington County Sheriff's Office property 
room. 

Q. Okay. And are you aware if those cell phones 
were seized from Mr. Nelson? 

A. Yes. 

Oi. And what did you do with those cell phones? 


A. I got a search warrant signed by Judge Thomas. 
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And being that we did not have the capability to access 
the phones, they were submitted to osBI for further 
testing.. 

Q: Okay. What type of testing did you request 
OSBI perform? 

A. Get a GrayKey extraction, as well as to check 
for an email address that's associated with the emails, 
past reference in this case. 

Os Did those phones make it to OSBI? 

Yes. 

Which lab did they go to? 

The phone forensic lab in Edmond. 

And are you aware if OSBI generated a report? 

MR. NEWMAN: Judge, could I have a minute 
with Ms. Gullett? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

(Sotto voce discussion) 

MS. GULLETT: Move to admit State's 
Exhibit 5. 

THE COURT: All right. State's Number 5 
is going to be stipulated to for foundational purposes 
by a Mr. Newman and the State of Oklahoma. It's an AT&T 
digital forensic laboratory, care of OSBI Forensic 


Science Center. So that will be admitted without 


objection through stipulation for purpose of the 
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preliminary hearing only. 


Counsel. 

MS. GULLETT: Based on that, State has no 
further questions. 

THE COURT: All right. Did you want to 
ask him any questions? 

MR. NEWMAN: No, Judge. 


THE COURT: All right. Sir, you can step 


All right. And next witness on behalf of 
the State, please. 

MS. GULLETT: State has no further 
witnesses, Your Honor. At this time the State would 
rest based on our announcement at the beginning as 
dismissing Count 2. 

THE COURT: The State is resting. 

What says you, sir? 

MR. NEWMAN: Judge, the Defense calls no 
witnesses at preliminary hearing. We make a verbal 
demurrer to the evidence. As to the felony Count 1, the 
State has not met the elements on that case, Judge. 
State has not proven that Mr. Nelson has committed a 
crime by using a computer. we would ask that you 
dismiss that charge. 


THE COURT: Thank you, sir. 
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Ms. Gullett. 

MS. GULLETT: Your Honor, as you can see 
through the State's admissions, specifically 2, 3 -- 
4 and 5, he used the email addresses listed on there to 
communicate with the City of Bartlesville to harass the 
Blanchards. This continued harassment was testified to 
by Ms. Blanchard. That's been happening over a number 
of years. And we have alleged the underlying computer 
crime of stalking, which those underlying elements have 
to be the person has to be harassed to feel terrorized 
and/or intimidated, threatened or harassed, which she 
testified to. She says that this has been happening for 
a number of years through communications of voice mail, 
email and, of course, the certified letter. 

we also have testimony that she at no time 
gave Mr. Nelson the address of the old courthouse. So 
with using our common sense and as well as just basic 
common sense, he does not have any ties to Oklahoma. He 
has never been to Oklahoma. He's never been to 
Bartlesville. The only way for him to have accessed the 


address for the old courthouse would have been to look 


it up on the website where it was published, and he then 


sent a certified letter. So he would have effectively 
used a computer to have continued to stalk the 


Blanchards both be sending emails to the City of 
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Bartlesville, as well as using it to locate the address 
for the old courthouse address to serve a certified 
letter. 

So at this time I believe, at a probable 
cause standard at a preliminary hearing, the State has 
proved probable cause. 

THE COURT: Very good. I'11 show that 
evidence received by this Court today was that 
Ms. Blanchard testified that there were numerous emails 
sent to her over a course of a few years. She 
identified that there was a link or a group linked email 
that was sent to her that was while she was a resident 
-- or resided here in Washington County that caused her 
to be threatened or annoyed based upon the longevity of 
these incidents that have been occurring for quite some 


time. Also you have telephone messages or voice mails 


in conjunction with emails that were sent to the City of 


Bartlesville to our City Manager and to his executive 
assistant. So for the purpose of preliminary hearing, 
the State has met its burden regarding this matter. 
So, Mr. Nelson, you'll be bound over for 
District Court arraignment on the felony charges put 
forth in the information. 
And, Counsel, we're going to go off the 


record at this time so we can calendar. 
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Thank you. 


(Brief discussion off the record) 


THE COURT: Ms. Gullett, are you wanting 
to remove these exhibits or leave them in the record? 
MS. GULLETT: I would like to pull them 


back out. 


(End of proceedings) 
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